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Davidson County District Attorney General Torry Johnson is urging the 
Tennessee Board of Probation and Parole to deny the application for parole for convicted 
murderer John A. Brown. Johnson today sent a letter to Board Chairman Charles 
Traughber, stating his fervent hope that Brown will remain incarcerated for the rest of his 
life. 

 
“This office is unalterably opposed to any favorable parole consideration for Mr. 

Brown,” says Johnson. “This is not the type of crime where parole should be an option. 
Our office has in the past opposed the early release of John Brown, and we staunchly 
continue to do so.” 

 
Brown was sentenced to serve 198 years for the 1973 murder of David 

“Stringbean” Akeman and his wife, Estelle Akeman.  John and Marvin Brown were 
convicted of ambushing Mr. Akeman in his home during a robbery. They shot and killed 
Mr. Akeman after robbing him, then chased down Mrs. Akeman as she tried to run from 
the scene, and executed her in her front yard. Marvin Brown is now deceased.  

 
At the time of these crimes, Tennessee had neither a death penalty nor a life 

sentence without parole option. “This is clearly a case that would merit the strongest 
sentence available to the court at the time. It’s apparent that when the trial judge 
sentenced Brown to serve two consecutive 99-year terms, it was his intention for Brown 
to spend the rest of his life in jail,” says Johnson. “To release this convicted double 
murderer would be an affront to these victims, and the court.” 

 
 
 
A copy of the letter sent to the Board of Probation and Parole is included. 
 
 

 






